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" The Jews1 of these times do a rank attain,
The goal of their desires ; for now they reign.
Theirs is the power, wealth, to them doth cling,.
To them belong both councillor and king.
Egyptians !   Hear the words I counsel you :
Turn Jews, for hearen itself has turned a Jew." 2
188 ;  J. Mann, The Jews in Egypt, i, 18-17, etc.   Contrast, however, Mez,
Renaissance, p. 53. In Ibn Mnymsar they are clearly applied to onr period..
These verses became a standard article for use whenever anti-Jewish feeling
began to rise high. We find them employed again by the Persian historian
Wa?saf against Sa'd ad-Daula, the next object of our study,
1 It is probable, Judging from the plural, that the poet's ill-feeling
extended also to Abo. Mansiir Sadaqa al-Fallaki, the Vizier responsible for
Abu Sa'd's death., who was himself a converted Jew. Doubtless there
were other high officials of Jewish origin at the Court. Ibm as-Sairafi,
p. 76, who gives a biography of al-FaUa&i, tells nothing of Mm prior to Ms
conversion. Cf. as-Suy-uti, ii, p. 152.
s Quoted according to E. G. Browne, Persian Literature under Tartar
Dominion, iii, p. 31, with slight changes.